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The  Urban  District  of  Knutsford 


ANNUAL  REPORT  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  1938. 


PART  /. 

Area  of  District,  2,491  Acres. 

Height  above  Sea  Level,  210  ft. 

Estimated  Population,  1938:  6,333  (Registrar  General'. 

Population,  Census  193 1  :  5,878. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  1,747- 
Number  of  Working  Class  Houses,  1,336. 

Rateable  Value,  £43,025. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  :  Gro>s  £  1 79~5-5> 

Net  £165-10-0. 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  living,  13-4. 

General  Birth  Rate  'England  and  Wales),  1 5 - 1 . 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  living,  9  2. 

General  Death  Rate  'England  and  Wales),  II  6. 

Number  of  Women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of  childbirth,  3. 
Deaths  under  I  year  in  proportion  to  1,000  Births,  0. 

„  „  „  „  'England 

and  Wales),  53. 

Deaths  from  Cancer,  18. 

Deaths  from  Measles,  0. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough,  0. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhcea  (under  2  years  old),  0. 

The  Total  Number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  was  69,  of  which 
36  were  persons  of  over  65  years. 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  and  CHIEF  OCCUPATIONS. 

Private  residents  consisting  of  business  people  from  the  sur¬ 
rounding  towns  and  cities,  and  persons  who  have  retired 
from  businesses  and  professions. 

Persons  employed  in  the  building  trades,  general  retail  shop¬ 
keeping,  hotel-keeping,  and  agricultural  workers.  A 
laundry  and  a  paper  mill  are  the  principal  employers  of 
labour  in  the  District. 

The  social  conditions  are  good,  the  District  being  partly 
residential. 
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PART  II. -TABLES. 

TABLE  i. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1938  and  Previous  Years. 
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In  1938  the  Dentil  Hale 'is  slightly  reduced  hy  the  operation  of  die  Registrar  General’s 
“comparability  factor.”  0'86j 


Diseases  notified  under  Acts  and  Orders  during  1938. 
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TABLE  III. 

Deaths  Registered  during  the  Calendar  Year  1938,  classified  by  age  and  cause. 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of 
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whether  occuring  within 

or 

lg-9  $ 

without  the  District. 

Causes  of  Death. 
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CM 
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Ann  (Certified.. 

All  Causes  (  Uncertified 

69 

0 

147 

0 

Enteric  Fever  . 

Small-pox  . 

Measles . 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

Whooping  Cough  ... 
Diphtheria  and  Croup 

1 

i 

Influenza 

Encephalitis  Lethargies... 
Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

Syphilis  . 

G.P  1.  Tabes,  etc . 

1 

Erysipelas  . 

Phthisis 

1  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

3 

1 

2 

3 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 
Oth  r  T’berc’lous  Diseases. 

L 

1 

1 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

IS 

3 

5 

10 

20 

Diabetes  . 

Rheumatic  Fever . 

1 

1 

1 

Meningitis . 

Aneurvan . . 

L 

i 

Organic  Heart  Disease 
Other  <  •ircula tory  L). senses 

12 

i 

11 

67 

Bronchilis 

Pneumonia  all  forms) 
Other  Diseases  of  Uespira- 

I 

1 

6 

tory  Organs  . 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and 

2 

Duodenum 

2 

1 

l 

1 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

i under  2  years) 

Appendicitis'imd  Typhlitis]  ... 

Oiher  Digestive  Diseases 

Cirrhosis  of  Fiver  - 

Other  Fiver  Diseases 

i 

1 

1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

Senility  . 

Alcoholism  . 

1 1 

l 

2 

1 

7 

28 

Nephritis  &  Bright’s  Dis.  . 

6 

1 

5 

6 

Puerperal  Fever 

Other  Accidents  and  Dis- 

2 

1 

1 

1 

eases  of  Pregnancy  and 
Parturition  . 

i 

1 

Congenital  Debility  and 

Malformation,  includ¬ 
ing  Premature  Birth  .. 

Violent  Deaths,  excluding 

Suicide . 

4 

l 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

Other  Defined  Diseases  ... 
Diseases  ill-defined  or  un- 

3 

l 

2 

8 

known  . 

Totals 

69 

4 

3 

11 

15 

36 

147 
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TABLE  IV. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

1938  Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages 
under  1  Year  of  Age. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

j  .  .  j  Under  1  Week 

1 — 2  Weeks 

2 — 3  Weeks 

3 — 4  Weeks 

Total  under 

4  Weeks 

j  4  Wks.  &  under 
|  3  Months 

o  Mths.  &  under 

6  Months 

b  Mths.  &  under 

9  Months 

y  Mths.  &  under 

|  12  Months 

Total  Deaths 

under  1  Year 

ah  n  1  Certified . 0 

All  Causes  |Uncertified . 0 

(Small-pox 
|  Chicken-pox 

Measles  ... 
j  Scarlet  Fever 
|  Whooping  Cough 

... 

Erysipelas 

/"Tuberculous  Meningitis 
<1  Abdominal  Tuberculosis 
l.  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous)  ... 
Convulsions 

Laryngitis 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 
/Diarrhoea 
(Enteritis... 

Gastritis  ... 

Syphilis 

Rickets  ... 

Suffocation,  overlying  ... 

Injury  at  Birth  ... 

Atelectasis 

/  Congenital  Malformation 
•(  Premature  Birth  .. 

(Atrophy,  Debility  and  Marasmus 
Other  Causes 

... 

Totals  ... 

0 

0 

Nett  Births  registered  during  the  calendar  year — legitimate,  84  illegitimate  1. 
Nett  Deaths  „  ,,  „  ,,  —  legitimate  infants  0. 

illegitimate  infants  0. 
Still-births — legitimated,  illegitimate,  1. 
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TABLE  V,  —  Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases. 
(No  records  prior  to  1895.) 
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TABLE  VI. 


Deaths  from  Special  Diseases. 


Year 

Small-pox 

Measles 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Diphtheria 

W  hooping 

Cough 

Enteric 

Fever 

Diarrhoea 

Phthisis 

Oth’r  For’s 

of  Tuber¬ 

culosis 

Puerperal 

Fever 

Erysipelas 

TOTAL 

1895 

2 

4 

6 

1896 

3 

3 

,,  . 

6 

1897 

1 

8 

1 

10 

1898 

10 

6 

16 

1899 

2 

1 

1 

4 

1 

9 

1900 

2 

2 

3 

4 

1 

12 

1901 

2 

2 

3 

2 

9 

1902 

3 

5 

i 

9 

1903 

1 

2 

3 

2 

8 

1904 

1 

.  .  . 

1 

1 

2 

3 

i 

9 

1905 

3 

1 

3 

i 

8 

1906 

5 

1 

.  .  . 

2 

1 

2 

1 

12 

1907 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

8 

1908 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

8 

1909 

2 

2 

1910 

4 

5 

1 

10 

1911 

5 

1 

3 

2 

11 

1912 

9 

4 

13 

1913 

.  .  . 

4 

3 

7 

1914 

2 

1 

6 

2 

i 

12 

1915 

2 

3 

3 

8 

1916 

1 

1 

4 

1 

7 

1917 

1 

... 

1 

4 

1 

7 

1918 

4 

1 

2 

2 

3 

12 

1919 

2 

6 

3 

1  1 

1920 

1 

8 

2 

11 

1921 

1 

3 

3 

7 

1922 

2 

3 

i 

6 

1 

13 

1923 

... 

6 

1 

1 

8 

1924 

4 

i 

4 

9 

1925 

1 

1 

2 

1925 

i 

5 

6 

1927 

1 

1 

1928 

3 

3 

1929 

1 

2 

1 

4 

1930 

5 

1 

6 

1931 

i 

3 

4 

1932 

3 

1 

4 

1933 

3 

3 

1934 

5 

1 

6 

1935 

4 

.  .  . 

4 

1936 

2 

2 

1937 

.  •  • 

4 

..  . 

4 

1938 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

7 

NUMBER  OF  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  NOTIFIED 
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TABLE  Vila. 

(Required  by  Ministry  of  Health) 


„  NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

Age  Periods. 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0  . 

I  . 

5 

2 

I 

... 

... 

15 

1 

... 

... 

25  . 

35  . 

... 

45  . 

I 

... 

1 

55  . 

1 

1 

65  and  upwards 

I 

TOTALS 

2 

2 

1 

2 

I 

1 

The  only  death  in  which  the  case  had  not  been  notified 
during  life  was  the  one  in  the  last  column  of  the  above  Table, 
and  this  occurred  in  a  hospital  in  Lancashire.  Notification 
by  Knutsford  doctors  is,  and  always  has  been,  beyond 
criticism,  and  after  27  years  I  see  no  reason  for  the  Ministry 
continuing  to  ask  me  for  a  special  report  on  this  point  every 
year. 
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TABLE  VIII. 

CHESHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL 

Tabular  Statement  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  for  the  Year  ended 

December  31st,  1938. 

THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  KNUTSFORD. 


A 

Number  and  Nature  of  Inspections  made 

Numbers 

B 

Number  of 
Notices  served 

C 

Result  of  Notices  Served 

Statu¬ 

tory 

Infor¬ 

mal 

Com¬ 

plied 

with 

R  main 
ing  in 
hand 

P  roseo 
Institu¬ 
ted 

utions 

Pend¬ 

ing 

1. 

Dwelling  Houses  ... 

133 

n 

10 

10 

n 

2. 

Cellar  Dwellings 

None 

in  Dis 

trict 

3. 

Back-to-Baek  Houses  ...  .  . 

4. 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  etc.  . 

3 

1 

i 

5. 

Courts,  Yards,  Passages,  etc. 

50 

5 

Privy-Middens.  Pails  or  Earth  Closets 

23 

7. 

Ashbins 

520 

109 

106 

3 

8. 

House  Drainage  ... 

36 

9. 

Ditches,  Watercourses.  26.  Samples  of 

Water,  1 

27 

10. 

Offensive  Accumulations. 

6 

11. 

The  Keeping  of  Animals  (P.H.A.  1875. 

Section  91(3) 

12 

Offensive  Trades  ... 

None 

in  Dis 

trict 

13. 

a  Slaughterhouses  (  Public  i 

None 

in  Dis 

trict 

,,  (Private 

200 

3 

3 

b.  Other  Places  where  Food  is  produced 

or  sold 

216 

14. 

Piggeries 

12 

15. 

Cesspools  ... 

16. 

a.  Dairies  ... 

52 

b.  Cowsheds 

52 

e.  Milk  Shops 

26 

17. 

a.  Factories 

10 

b.  Workshops 

20 

e  Workplaces 

22 

d.  Outworkers’  Premises  .. 

None 

in  Dis 

trict 

18. 

Bakehouses  ( Overground  > 

32 

,,  (Underground) 

4 

19. 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

None 

in  Dis 

trict 

20. 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings  ... 

21. 

Smoke  Observations 

15 

3 

3 

22. 

Canal  Boats 

None 

in  Dis 

trict 

23. 

Infectious  Diseases 

59 

3 

3 

24. 

Milk  Samples  (Biological  Test)  ... 

25. 

Miscellaneous 

520 

15 

15 

Totals 

2038 

12 

143 

140 

15 
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TABLE  IX. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Year  1938, 
for  the  Urban  District  of  Knutsford, 

On  tlie  Administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1901,  and  the 
Factories  Act,  1937,  in  connection  with 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  and  WORKPLACES. 


I— INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND 
WORKPLACES 

Including  Inspection  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises 

Inspetns 

Number  of 
Written 
Notices 

Prosecut’ns 

Factories 

10 

3 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

Workshops 

28 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

Workplaces 

20 

.  ,  1 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  Premises) 

Total  ... 

58 

4 

— 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND 
WORKPLACES 


Number  of  Defects 

Referred  to  Number 

1‘articulars  Found  Remedied  U  M.  of 

Inspector  Prosecutn’s 

♦Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

Want  of  cleanliness 

Want  of  ventilation 

Overcrowding 

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors 

Other  Nuisances 

Sanitary  Accommodation — 

Insufficient 

Unsuitable  or  defective 
Not  separate  for  sexes 
Offences  under  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Acts:  — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground 
bakehouses  (.s  101) 

Other  Offences 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  out¬ 
work  and  offences  under  the 
Sections  mentioned  in  Schedule 
to  the  Ministry  of  Health  (Fact¬ 
ories  &  Workshops  Transfers  of 

Powers  Order,  1921)  —  —  —  — 

Total... 


♦Including  those  specified  in  Sections  2,  3,  7  and  8  of  the  Factory  and  Workshops 
Act.  1901,  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

OUTWORK  IN  UNWHOLESOME  PREMISES,  SECTION  108. 

-  None  in  the  District. 

( Signed )  ARTHUR  T.  BLEASE. 
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SECTION  B. 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

The  Council  have  an  agreement  with  the  Altrincham 
Borough  Council  for  the  removal  of  all  ambulance  cases  inon- 
infectious).  A  retaining  fee  is  paid  the  Corporation  for  this 
service,  and  the  Council  have  a  scale  of  charges  whereby  they 
recover  a  proportion  of  the  cost  from  the  patient.  The  service 
appears  to  work  quite  satisfactorily  and  efficiently. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

This  is  adequate  and  unchanged.  The  County  Council 
Laboratory  examined  I  positive  and  29  negative  tuberculous 
specimens  during  1938. 

LABORATORY  WORK. 

Diphtheria  and  typhoid  specimens  are  as  before  examined 
at  the  Manchester  Public  Health  Laboratory.  Since  Jan.  1st, 
1935,  diphtheria  swabs  have  been  first  examined  by  the 
microscopical  method,  the  cultural  method  being  also  used 
where  the  result  is  negative  microscopically. 

An  arrangement  has  also  been  introduced  whereby  the 
Council  collect  swabs  from  the  Medical  Practitioners  and 
send  same  immediately  to  the  laboratory  by  messenger.  This 
has  enabled  swabs  to  be  certified  as  positive  within  a  few 
hours  of  being  taken  from  the  patient. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

This  is  most  efficiently  carried  on  by  the  two  District 
Nurses,  who  are  employed  by  a  Voluntary  Committee. 


GENERAL  HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 

In  addition  to  the  Infirmary  at  the  Institution  of  the  Public 
Assistance  Committee,  the  needs  of  the  district  are  adequately 
supplied  by  the  Knutsford  Cottage  Hospital,  the  Altrincham 
General  Hospital,  and  the  large  General  and  Special  Hospitals 
of  Manchester.  There  is  an  Orthopoedic  Department  at 
Altrincham  Hospital. 
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The  Council  made  monetary  grants  to  the  following 
voluntary  hospitals  during  the  year  : 

Manchester  Royal  Infirmary, 

Salford  Royal  Infirmary, 

St.  Mary’s  Hospital, 

Manchester  Children’s  Hospital, 

Manchester  Royal  Eye  Hospital, 

Knutsford  &  District  War  Memorial  Cottage  Hospital. 
The  Council  also  made  a  grant  of  £10-10-0  towards  the 
Empire  Cancer  Campaign. 

HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION  (Infectious). 

This  is  excellent  and  unchanged,  but  the  Bucklow  Joint 
Hospital  Board  has  had  its  area  extended  and  continues  as 
the  North  Cheshire  Joint  Hospital  Board. 

MATERNITY  and  CHILD  WELFARE. 

There  were  no  infant  deaths.  Twenty-six  sessions  were 
held  at  the  Centre  in  Adams  Hill  during  the  year.  1 33 
children  made  689  attendances,  giving  an  average  attendance 
of  26  per  session. 

The  Health  Visitor  paid  52  first  and  318  subsequent  visits 
to  expectant  mothers,  472  visits  to  children  under  one  year  old, 
and  941  visits  to  children  between  one  and  five  years. 

The  services  of  the  St.  Mary’s  (Manchester)  Hospital 
Emergency  Maternity  Unit  are  now  ( 1939)  available  in  mater¬ 
nity  cases  when  required. 

MIDWIVES. 

The  only  Midwives  are  the  two  District  Nurses,  both 
C.M.B. 

ANTE-NATAL  CARE. 

I  do  not  think  any  better  Ante-Natal  Care  Scheme  than 
ours  does  or  could  exist,  but  it  is  not  taken  advantage  of  to 
the  extent  it  should  be.  The  real  reason  to  be  found  in  the 
370  visits  paid  to  expectant  mothers  by  the  Health  Visitors. 
These  v.sits  do  much  good  and  get  a  number  of  cases  referred 
to  their  doctor,  but  they  tend  to  some  extent  to  make  some 
women  think  they  take  the  place  of  routine  ante-natal  super¬ 
vision  by  their  own  doctor.  This  is  not  the  case,  because,  for 
instance,  slight  deformities  especially  in  women  pregnant  for 
the  first  time  cannot  be  detected  by  Health  Visitors.  Fortun¬ 
ately,  however,  such  deformities  are  not  very  common  in  the 
women  of  a  healthy  country  town. 
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PNEUMONIA. 

As  regards  acute  lobar  pneumonia  and  broncho-pneumonia 
the  Council  have  arranged  that  doctors  may  send  (at  the 
Council’s  expense)  sputum  from  these  cases  to  Dr.  Jenkins,  the 
Pathologist  of  the  Salford  Royal  Hospital,  to  be  examined  as 
to  the  type  of  pneumococcus  which  is  the  cause  in  that  partic¬ 
ular  patient.  In  cases  where  the  cause  is  found  to  be  Type  I 
pneumococcus  the  doctor  can  obtain  free  serum  for  treatment 
at  the  Council  Offices. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

For  figures  see  Tables.  The  tuberculosis  register  on 
December  31st,  1938,  showed  37  cases  as  follows,  as  compared 
with  46  in  December,  1937. 

Pulmonary  cases  ...  Males  9  ...  Females  12 
Non-pulmonary  cases  .  „  8  ...  ,,  8 

During  my  period  of  office  40%  of  the  mortality  from 
tuberculosis  has  disappeared. 

TUBERCULOSIS  ORDER,  1925. 

The  slaughter  of  animals  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order  of 
1925  is  administered  by  the  County  Council,  and  no  notifica¬ 
tions  of  any  slaughterings  from  this  district  were  received 
during  the  year. 

No  person  suffering  from  tuberculosis  was  found  engaged 
in  food  production  or  distribution. 

CANCER. 

Full  facilities  are  available  in  Manchester  for  treatment 
by  radium,  etc. 
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SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

WATER. 

The  district  is  supplied  with  water  by  the  Knutsford  Light  and 
Water  Company,  who  buy  from  Manchester  Cot  poration.  The 
water  is  soft  with  a  low  salinity,  and  is  of  exceptionally  high  degree 
of  organic  purity  Only  one  sample  was  taken  during  the  year,  the 
analyst  report  being  as  follows  : — 

Physical  Character. 

A  clear  and  colourless  water,  free  from  odour  and  deposit. 

Analytical  Returns. 

(Results  expressed  in  parts  per  100,000) 


Total  saline  matter  in  solution  ...  ..  4'0 

Non-volatile  (mineral)  solids  ...  ...  2  8 

Loss  on  ignition  (organic  &  volatile  matter)  12 
Matters  in  suspension  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Total  hardness  ...  ...  ..  ...  TO 

Temporary  hardness  ...  ...  ...  0  6 

Permanent  hardness  ...  ...  ...  0  4 

Combined  chlorine  ..  ...  ...  0  8 

Toxic  metals  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Ammoniacal  nitrogen  ...  ...  ...  0  002 

Albuminoid  do.  ...  ...  ...  0  004 

Nitrous  do.  ...  nitrates  ...  Nil 

Nitric  do.  ...  nitrates  ...  0  06 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  3  hours  at  26'7  deg.  C  0  08 


Bacteriological  Examination. 

No.  of  organisms  developing  on —  per  c.c. 

( n )  Agar-agar  media  at  20  deg.  C.  ...  ...  8 

(b)  Agar-agar  media  at  37  deg.  C.  ...  ...  2 

B  Coli  (presumptive  test)  — 

Ab'ent  in  1  c  c.  (5  tubes),  10  c.c.  (5  tubes),  50  c  c.  (1  tube) 

Pi  esent  in  —  Nil 

Probable  number  of  coli  aerogenes  organisms  in  100  c.c., 

Nil 

Opinion. 

The  organic  state  of  this  water  is  quite  satisfactory  and  a 
wholesome  condition  is  indicated  as  the  result  of  the  supple¬ 
mentary  bacteriological  examination,  which  shows  low  agar- 
agar  “counts  ”  at  both  20  deg.  C.  and  blood  heat,  and  absence 
of  the  coli  aerogenes  group  in  100  c  c’s. 

(Signed)  Ernest  Melung, 

County  Analyst. 
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The  water  mains  have  been  extended  in  two  parts  of  the 
district,  800  yards  being  laid  in  Bexton  Lane,  and  100  yards  in  Old 
Market  Place.  The  Bexton  Lane  main  will  serve  the  south-western 
area  of  the  town,  where  residential  development  is  now  taking  place, 
whilst  sixteen  new  houses  have  been  connected  to  the  new  main  in 
Market  Place. 

Although  the  supply  is  a  bulk  supply  from  Manchester  Corpor¬ 
ation,  the  district  is  fortunate  in  not  having  to  suffer  restrictions  in 
time  of  drought. 

DRAINAGE  and  SEWERAGE. 

All  the  sewage  from  the  Urban  District  is  carried  by  gravit¬ 
ating  sewers  to  the  disposal  works  on  the  north  east  boundary  of 
the  town,  where  the  treatment  has  been  carried  out  quite  satisfac¬ 
torily  during  the  past  year.  Five  samples  of  the  effluent  were 
taken  by  the  Inspectors  of  the  Mersey  and  Irwell  Rivers  Board  and 
the  analysis  has  shown  same  to  be  of  good  quality. 

The  installation  of  electricity  at  the  Sewage  Works  has  enabled 
a  systematic  emptying  of  the  various  tanks  to  be  put  into  operation, 
and  this  has  undoubtedly  had  a  lot  to  do  with  maintaining  such  a 
satisfactory  effluent.  There  still  appears  to  be  a  necessity 
for  a  higher-powered  pump  at  the  liquor  tank,  to  ensure  the  effect¬ 
ive  draining  of  the  sludge  beds  as  speedily  as  possible,  but  this 
matter  is  at  present  receiving  attention. 

During  the  year  trouble  was  experienced  in  Bexton  Road  owing 
to  the  sluggish  state  of  the  sewer,  and  to  facilitate  removing  any 
further  stoppage  a  new  manhole  was  constructed  opposite  the  end 
of  St.  John’s  Road.  Ail  the  manholes  in  the  district  have  been 
thoroughly  cleansed  and  certain  lengths  of  sewer  flushed. 


RIVERS  and  STREAMS. 

During  the  year  attention  was  drawn  to  the  pollution  of  the 
Lily  stream  in  Molly  Potts  Moor,  and  after  extensive  investigation 
this  was  found  to  be  due  to  the  drain  of  a  house  in  Legh  Road 
having  been  connected  to  a  surface  drain  instead  of  the  sewer. 

The  trouble  was  immediately  remedied,  and  after  full  consid¬ 
eration  the  matter  was  allowed  to  drop  as  the  circumstances  of  the 
case  were  so  unusual. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION  and  SCAVENGING. 

All  ashbins  and  pail  closets  are  cleansed  weekly,  a  number  of 
bins  at  the  hotels  and  large  shops  being  emptied  twice  weekly.  The 
only  ashpit  in  the  town  is  at  the  Waterproof  Paper  Co’s.  Mill,  one 
ashpit  at  Egerton  School  being  discontinued  during  the  year. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  present  position  :  — 


Water  Closets 
Pail  Closets 
Dry  Ashpits 


.2349 

22 

1 


Slop  Water  Closets...  136 

Midden  Closets . Nil 

Ashbins  .  2000 
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During  the  year  the  refuse  collection  cart  removed  1,345  loads 
of  refuse  to  the  tip,  in  addition  to  which  3.442  loads  were  taken  by 
other  vehicles.  The  Council’s  highways  motor  also  removed  40 
loads  of  garden  refuse  or  trade  refuse  to  the  tip,  making  a  grand 
total  of  4,827  loads  deposited  on  the  tip  during  the  year. 

The  refuse  is  collected  by  a  “  Karrier  ”  low-loading  vehicle,  and 
is  disposed  of  by  means  of  controlled  tipping  on  the  Moor.  Good 
progress  is  being  maintained  in  the  re-claiming  of  what  once  was  a 
swamp  for  future  use  as  a  recreation  ground. 

In  accordance  with  Section  73  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
the  Council  have  made  arrangements  to  carry  out  the  removal  of 
trade  refuse  to  the  following  scale  of  charges  :  — 

3d.  per  bin  per  week. 

10/-  per  bin  per  annum. 

4/-  per  load  or  part  thereof. 

Books  of  3d.  tickets  have  been  printed  and  are  available  for  use  of 
tradespeople. 

The  number  of  ashbins  in  the  district  is  given  as  2,000,  but 
this  is  only  an  estimate,  and  it  is  hoped  to  take  a  fresh  census  of 
the  bins,  etc  ,  during  the  next  year  The  interesting  comparison 
in  the  number  of  loads  moved  by  the  Council’s  vehicle  this  year  and 
in  1937,  i  e.  1,345  against  1,791  is  due  to  the  larger  capacity  of  the 
existing  vehicle. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

During  the  year  the  Council  have  adopted  a  bye-law  with 
respect  to  the  Emission  of  Smoke.  This  bye-law  is  made  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  Section  104  (1)  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Section  103  (4)  of  the  Act  provides  that  where  such  bye-laws 
are  in  force  the  emission  of  smoke  of  the  character  so  prescribed 
for  such  period  as  may  be  so  prescribed  either  from  buildings  gen¬ 
erally  to  which  the  enactments  relating  to  smoke  nuisances  apply, 
or  from  such  classes  of  those  buildings  as  may  be  so  prescribed, 
shall,  until  the  contrary  is  proved,  be  deemed  to  be  a  statutory 
nuisance  and  a  smoke  nuisance. 

The  Council  have  by  their  bye-law  regulated  the  emission  of 
black  smoke  by  prescribing  that,  for  the  purposes  of  sub-section  (4) 
of  Section  103  of  the  Public  Health  Act.  1936,  the  emission  of  such 
smoke  from  a  chimney  of  any  building,  other  than  a  private  house, 
for  more  than  two  minutes  in  any  period  of  thirty  minutes,  shall 
until  the  contrary  is  proved  be  deemed  to  be  a  statutory  nuisance 
and  a  smoke  nuisance. 
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This  bye  law  was  made  by  the  Council  on  October  4th,  1938, 
and  confirmed  by  the  Minister  of  Health  on  December  2nd,  1938,  to 
take  effect  from  the  1st  day  of  January,  1939. 

As  the  bye-law  was  not  available  for  use  during  1938  no  action 
has  been  taken  in  regard  to  emission  of  smoke  from  factory 
chimnies,  but  it  is  gratifying  to  note  that  one  factory  has  installed 
an  automatic  stoking  plant  which  has  considerably  reduced  the 
emission  of  smoke. 


CAMPING  SITES. 

There  are  no  licensed  camping  sites  in  the  district,  and  the 
number  of  gypsies  camping  on  roadsides  has  reduced  to  practically 
nil. 


SWIMMING  BATHS  and  POOLS. 

There  are  no  public  or  privately  owned  swimming  baths  in  the 
town,  but  we  are  lucky  in  having  such  a  glorious  pool  as  Tatton 
Mere  available.  Lord  Egerton  of  Tatton  allows  male  bathers  to 
use  the  Mere  for  bathing,  arid  a  considerable  number  of  boys  and 
youths  apply  for  permits  each  year.  His  Lordship  takes  a  very 
keen  and  active  interest  in  the  promotion  of  swimming,  and  a 
number  of  youths  qualify  for  Life-Saving  Certificates  every  year. 
A  properly-fitted- up  diving  board  is  provided,  and  the  bathing  is 
considered  to  be  very  safe. 


PREMISES  and  OCCUPATIONS  CONTROLLED  by  BYE-LAWS 
and  REGULATIONS. 

No  nuisances  have  ar  isen  in  respect  of  Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  etc. 
during  the  year.  Only  one  permanent  Caravan  existed  in  the  area, 
and  this  has  been  scheduled  for  demolition. 


THE  ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

During  the  general  inspection  of  the  district  three  houses  were 
found  to  be  infested  with  bugs,  all  privately  owned.  The  houses 
were  sprayed  with  insecticide  (Zaidicide)  and  afterwards  treated  for 
four  successive  days  with  a  50  per  cent  solution  of  carbolic  acid 
and  petrol.  No  instances  have  come  to  light  of  infestation  in 
Council  houses,  as  each  house  is  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspec¬ 
tor  at  a  change  of  tenancy.  Where  any  doubt  exists  the  house  is 
thoroughly  stoved  prior  to  the  new  tenant  being  allowed  to  take 
over.  The  work  of  disinfestation  is  carried  out  by  the  Council’s 
workmen  under  the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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SCHOOLS. 

The  Sanitary  conditions  and  water  supply  at  the  Schools  are 
above  suspicion  as  to  the  cause  of  infectious  disease.  The  lavator¬ 
ies  and  closets  are  regularly  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 
and  all  Elementary  Schools  are  disinfected  during  the  summer 
holidays. 

Little  progress  appears  to  have  been  made  with  the  erection  of 
the  two  new  schools,  but  this  may  be  due  to  the  concentration  of 
other  work  in  connection  with  National  Defence. 


PETROLEUM  (Consolidation)  ACT,  1928. 

Licenses  were  issued  for  the  storage  of  Petroleum  spirit  at  17 
premises  ;  the  total  amount  for  which  these  licenses  were  issued 
was  33,000. 

The  amount  of  fees  received  by  the  local  authority  for  the 
above  licenses  was  £13-5-0. 

For  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  that  the  Act  and  Regulations 
were  being  complied  with  a  number  of  visits  were  paid  to  petroleum 
stores  and  garages.. 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

Owing  to  delays  it  has  not  been  found  possible  to  carry  out  the 
erection  of  the  new  Public  Conveniences  in  Northwich  Road  as 
was  anticipated,  but  progress  has  been  made,  and  it  is  now  quite 
certain  that  the  budding  will  be  completed  during  1939. 

As  a  result  of  statutory  action  the  sanitary  arrangements  at 
one  of  the  licensed  houses  in  the  town  have  been  rebuilt  and 
brought  up-to-date. 


STREET  CLEANSING. 

Sweeping  of  the  streets  of  the  town  is  carried  out  by  workmen 
in  the  employ  of  the  Council,  the  collection  and  removal  of  the 
sweepings  being  done  by  hygienic  service  trucks.  The  road  gullies 
are  emptied  periodically  and  kept  free  from  obstruction. 

A  thoroughly  cleansed  street  surface  is  important  in  town 
hygiene,  but  is  a  matter  which  many  persons  do  not  appear  to 
appreciate,  as  it  is  not  uncommon  to  find  garden  or  other  refuse 
deposited  on  minor  roads,  and  several  times  it  has  been  necessary 
to  speak  to  tradesmen  who  have  hrushed  shop  sweepings  out  or 
allowed  the  material  from  packing  cases  to  blow  into  the  roadway. 
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OTHER.  SANITARY  CONDITIONS  Requiring  Notice. 

The  Council’s  Cemetery  at  Tabley  Hill,  which  has  been  in  use 
for  35  years,  provides  sufficient  burial  space  for  several  generations, 


ANIMAL  and  INSECT  PESTS. 

The  Cheshire  County  Council  are  the  Authority  responsible 
for  the  administration  of  the  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act. 

Complaints  regarding  infestation  are  from  time  to  time 
received  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector  investigates  and  offers  advice 
as  to  the  best  methods  of  clearing  same.  Rat  biscuits  and  baits 
are  supplied  free  at  the  Council  Offices  Publicity  was  given  to 
the  “  Rat  Week,’’  but  little  or  no  advantage  was  taken  of  it 

During  the  summer  we  experienced  a  small  plague  of  crickets 
on  the  refuse  tip,  but  these  were  quickly  cleared  by  the  use  of 
insecticide,  and  there  has  been  no  recurrence  of  the  trouble. 
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TABLE  X. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS. 


New  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

By  private  enterprise  .  . 22 

By  Knutsford  U.D.C.  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Total  ...  22 


I.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year. 

(1)  a  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 

Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  .  51 

b  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  83 

(2)  u.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (Ii  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolid¬ 
ated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932  ...  ..  25 

b  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  50 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 

to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  II 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of 

those  referred  to  above)  found  not  to  be  in 
all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habit¬ 
ation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  service 
of  Formal  Notice. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  ren¬ 
dered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action 
by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  8 
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3.  Action  under  Statutory  Power  during  the  Year. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sects.  9,  10  and  16  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  8 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

a.  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

b.  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ..  0 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

a.  by  owners  .  ...  . 

b.  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  .. 


C,  Proceedings  under  Sects.  II  and  13  of  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  II 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  O 


D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  ...  .  O 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  room  or  tenement  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  O 


O  ts) 
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4.  Housing  Act,  1936.  Part  IV.  Overcrowding. 


a  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  ...  ...  ..  10 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  10 

(ii  )  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  8l 

b.  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

c  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ..  ...  2 

(.i)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  17 


d.  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling 
houses  have  again  become  overcrowded 
after  the  L'  cal  Authority  have  taken  steps 
f<>r  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  .  .  Nil 


SECTION  E. 

INSPECTION  and  SUPERVISION  of  FOOD. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

During  the  year  the  farms  and  dailies  in  the  district  have 
been  visited  at  various  times,  and  continue  to  be  kept  in  a  satis¬ 
factory  manner.  At  one  farm  new  milking  machines  have  been 
installed,  whilst  a  new  sterilizing  plant  has  been  installed  at  one 
dairy.  The  sampling  of  milk  is  undertaken  by  the  Weights  and 
Measures  Department  of  the  County  Council,  and  the  Chief 
Inspector  reports  that  14  samples  were  taken  during  the  year. 
These  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  analysis 
and  were  all  certified  “  genuine  ”  or  up  to  the  recognised  standard 
of  purity. 

The  milk  was  tested  for  the  addition  of  water,  colouring 
matter  and  preservative,  as  well  as  for  deficiency  in  fat,  but  in 
every  case  the  sample  was  above  suspicion. 

VETERINARY  INSPECTION  OF  CATTLE. 

The  veterinary  inspection  of  cattle  is  iw)t  now  carried  out  by 
the  County  Council.  ^separate  statistics  are  not  kept  for  the 
various  districts  regarding  milk  samples  for  bacterial  content  and 
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tubercle  bacilli,  but  I  am  informed  by  the  County  Medical  Officer 
that  at  least  six  samples  of  milk  have  been  examined  per  annum 
from  each  farm  holding  an  Accredited  licence. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

There  are  12  butchers’  shops  in  the  area,  and  these  are 
inspected  periodically.  The  meat,  etc.,  exposed  for  sale  has 
always  appeared  of  good  quality. 

The  following  samples  were  obtained  in  the  district  during 
the  year  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  analysis  : 

Bread  Crumbs  1,  English  Butter  1,  Cheese  (Cheshire)  1, 
Coffee  and  Chicory  1,  Dried  Fruit  1,  Glycerine  2, 

Lemon  Cheese  1,  Mercury  Ointment  1,  Nutmeg  (ground)  1, 
Rice  (ground)  1,  Sauce  1,  Seidlitz  powder  1, 

Sild  in  pure  Olive  Oil  1,  Zinc  Ointment  1,  Fresh  Milk  14. 
Total  :  29  Samples. 

All  the  above  were  certified  “genuine”  or  up  to  the  recog¬ 
nised  standard  of  purity. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  animals  slaughtered  in 
the  district  during  the  year; 


Beef 

...  1 84 

Mutton... 

...  1204 

Pork 

18 

Veal 

23 

1429 

The  majority  of  the  above  were  inspected  in  the  slaughter¬ 
houses  and  were  generally  of  good  quality.  There  are  5  licensed 
slaughterhouses  in  the  district  which  are  well  appointed  and  kept 
in  good  condition. 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933. 

During  the  year  the  Council  issued  6  licences  to  local 
butchers  under  the  above  Act,  for  which  a  fee  of  2/-  is  charged. 

SHELL  FISH  INDUSTRY  ACT,  1933. 

All  local  persons  coming  within  the  scope  of  the  Act  were 
acquainted  with  the  registration  requirements. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

Thera  are  12  Bakehouses  in  use  in  the  district.  These 
premises  have  been  inspected  periodically  during  the  year,  and 
notices  requesting  the  occupiers  to  limewash  the  walls  have  been 
served  at  stated  periods,  and  as  occasion  has  required.  The 
premises  have  been  kept  clean  generally,  and  have  been  lime- 
washed  in  accordance  with  the  regulations. 
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LOCAL  ACTS.— None. 

GENERAL  ADOPTIVE  ACTS. 

The  Acts  adopted  are  : 

The  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890 — All  parts. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890 — Parts  2  and  3. 

Public  Health  (Water)  Acts,  1878. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  -Parts  2,  3,  4,  5  and  6. 
Public  Health  Act,  1875,  Sec.  112,  as  amended  by  Sec.  51  of  the 
P.H.  Amendment  Act,  1907. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925 — All  parts. 

Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892  —  All  parts. 


SECTION  F. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Eight  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified.  This  is  less  than 
half  the  average  for  the  last  ten  years.  All  were  removed  to 
hospital,  and  all  recovered. 

Twenty-six  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified,  all  of  which 
were  removed  to  hospital.  One  case  was  fatal.  Unfortunately 
these  26  cases  formed  scarcely  half  the  epidemic  which  extended 
into  1939.  The  epidemic  as  a  whole  will  be  reviewed  in  the 
Repm  t  for  1939.  It  is  sufficient  at  the  moment  to  say  that  this 
one  fatal  case  is  the  only  death  from  diphtheria  in  sixteen  years, 
and  that  the  value  of  immunisation  was  abundantly  shown  by  the 
fact  that  the  proportional  incidence  of  the  disease,  what  one 
might  call  the  “attack  rate,”  was  between  16  and  17  times  greater 
among  those  who  had  not  been  immunised  than  amongst  those 
who  had. 

Up  to  December,  1938,  no  fewer  than  434  children  had 
received  full  immunisation  treatment. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  : — 

The  last  death  from  Small  Pox  in  Knutsford  was  34  years  ago. 


Measles  „  „  14 

Scarlet  Fever  „  „  16 

Typhoid  Fever  „  „  27 

Erysipelas  ,,  „  15 

Whooping  Cough  „  8 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM, 

The  only  case  made  a  complete  recovery  in  a  Manchester 
Hospital. 
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MEASLES  and  WHOOPING  COUGH. 

See  under  “infectious  Diseases.” 

No  further  comment  is  required.  The  Council’s  special 
visitor  for  these  cases  is  available  if  necessity  should  arise. 

DISINFECTIONS. 

43  premises  have  been  disinfected  during  the  year,  of  which 
34  were  after  removal  of  infectious  disease,  6  on  account  of 
change  of  tenancy  of  dwelling,  and  3  on  account  of  filth. 

All  infected  bedding  is  removed  to  Monsall  Hospital  for 
steam  disinfection  at  the  same  time  as  each  patient  is  removed. 

Library  books  are  removed  from  houses  where  infectious 
disease  is  notified  and  are  destroyed. 

SANITARY  STAFF. 

This  is  unchanged.  As  usual  I  wish  to  express  my  thanks 
to  Mr.  Butler,  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor  for  his  excel¬ 
lent  work  and  assistance  in  compiling  this  Report.  Although  I 
am  (see  p.  27)  leaving  a  full  account  of  the  diphtheria  outbreak 
until  next  year’s  Report,  I  cannot  wait  until  then  to  place  on 
record  my  appreciation  of  Mr.  Butler’s  skilful,  tactful,  and 
untiring  work  throughout  the  epidemic. 


ARTHUR  T.  BLEASE, 

M.B.,  Ch.B.,  M.K.C.S.Eng,,  L.R.C.P.London. 


